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The Mount
Who are we and what do we do?
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The Mount is a former Methodist chapel in Eighton Banks, dating from 1897. It is currently run by Mount 
Community Association, as a community centre and garden for local residents. We lease the building 
from the Parish Council and the surrounding garden from Gateshead Council.

The Charitable Incorporated Organisation was formed in 2017 to replace the previous Registered 
Charity, and since then we have been working on our long term plan to develop a community garden 
and refurbish the hall. This has involved seeking grants to fund activities and increase the number of 
users, leasing the land we needed from the Council and slowly over time learning how we use the building 
and garden to ensure the refurbishment we are proposing is right for the community.

We were closed for 18 months during the pandemic, but since re-opening in September 2021 the hall 
has been busier than ever. On weekdays, there are exercise classes every day, and at weekends private 
hires most days for occasions like children’s parties, Christenings, birthdays and space for friends to 
catch up. In the run up to Christmas there were also craft classes such as wreath making and glass 
decorating.

Private events help to fund keeping the hall open and allow the committee to run community events, 
since reopening these have included:
• Halloween parties for children
• Remembrance coffee morning with Tommy figure in field
• Fundraiser for British Heart Foundation and to fund installation of our defibrillator cabinet
• Christmas Fair
• Christmas light switch on evening social
• The Polar Express film for children, with real conductor, dancers and a visit from Santa
• Breakfast with Santa, arriving on his horse-drawn sleigh
• Free Christmas dinner for older people

During lockdown, the garden became even more important to the community, and was used for 
exercise classes, a safe place for meeting friends, and much volunteering work: planting around 150 
trees from the Woodland Trust, establishing our pond, repeat visits from our ever popular sheep to the 
wild garden to trim the grass for us, landscaping around the back of the hall, establishing a composting 
area and vegetable patch. We have since been awarded a level 4 out of 5 by the RHS It’s Your 
Neighbourhood competition, having improved by a level year-on-year. Gateshead Council also used our 
Field of Dreams during lockdown to deliver their Brighten the Day summer children’s activity sessions 
which were very well attended, and we are also partnering with Skills 4 Work for them to run afternoon 
tea sessions and undertake work in our garden.
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Drawing up plans
How did we develop our proposals?
Upon forming the new management committee, we knew that the hall was in need of refurbishment. It 
also dawned on us that this was a big opportunity to improve the facilities, and from past events such as 
the annual dog show and community barbeques, we felt that being able to use the land around the hall 
set us apart from other facilities in the area. 

In order to develop a set of plans, we linked up with the group 22 Sheds, who helped to show us what the 
space could be used for, inviting Scouts, a local school and running activities like bench building and 
wildlife walks. Building upon this, they facilitated a community spaceshaping session with with our 
architect, to develop a ‘wish list’ and some preliminary ideas which could be developed further. 

Some key themes emerged:

• The need to link the indoor and outdoor spaces to stop events feeling separate, permitting the 
easy movement between the two rather than having to walk around the building

• A general need to improve facilities, in particular the toilets and kitchen

• The requirement for storage, ideally away from the main hall

• A need for a second space for flexible meetings and events

Our architect developed a number of proposals, which included mezzanine levels and significant 
extensions to the building to provide more space. Over time we realised that these were not necessary, 
and we wanted to preserve the beautiful space as it is. The committee felt that this could be achieved 
within the footprint we had, and our architect developed plans to achieve these challenging objectives.

A process of refinement took place, and we were awarded planning permission by Gateshead Council 
in 2021, following some small refinements. As part of the detailed design work, we also needed advice 
from a structural engineer; this indicated we had significant subsidence issues, requiring trial pits to be 
dug around the walls and drainage surveys. These told us that the annex is moving away from the main 
building due to inadequate foundations and poor drainage, and the engineers provided input to the 
detailed design to ensure these matters were rectified, with the aim of securing the building to prevent 
further movement.

During lockdown we have also completed further drainage design, obtained tendered prices from 
contractors which has influenced our approach to phasing the work and fundraising, and had asbestos 
removed from the building after a survey detected it in the old boiler house.
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Phase 1
Priority work to address subsidence

This building annex, 
currently used as a main 
entrance, kitchen and store 
room is sinking due to poor 
foundations and drainage.
This crack shows the 
movement, widening at the 
top as the far corner sinks.

The annex requires 
underpinning (shown in 
pink on the plan) to prevent 
further movement, and 
connecting structurally to 
the main building, with new 
drainage to be installed. 
This work has been 
designed by our structural 
engineer.

Demolish condemned boiler house 
and replace with new external store

Existing main entrance replaced with 
modern security door, becoming fire exit
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Underpinning

Open up 
existing 
windows

Expand
opening

between annex
and main hall,

replace doors

New flexible 
meeting space 

with kitchenette 
and storage

As there would be significant 
disruption to the annex during this 
structural work, we would also seek to 
carry out the following in the same 
area:

• strip out of store room and kitchen 
to make a new flexible space;

• open up blocked windows to 
provide natural daylight and 
ventilation;

• replace door with modern 
standard fire security;

• fit new kitchenette;

• replace boiler.

This would also see us losing our 
storeroom, so at the same time we 
would seek to demolish the existing 
boiler house which has been 
condemned as unusable by our 
architect. We would then replace it with 
a modern shed for storage, which 
would be used primarily for garden-
related equipment currently kept 
within the hall (e.g. lawnmower and 
tools), and large items such as spare 
seating, Santa’s sleigh, and some play 
equipment.
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Later phases
Improving the facilities to link
the indoors and outside spaces
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Existing windows 
dropped to make 

three doors to 
decking and field, 
linking the indoor 
and outdoor spaces 
directly, avoiding 
the need to walk 

around the 
building

We would bring a new wooden service area to 
the hall which includes:

• New large indoor storage cupboard

• Flexible bar space which can be rolled away 
when not required, or even outdoors to 
decking area should weather permit

• Fridges and sink

Internally we propose underfloor heating to 
save space, retaining some bench seating with 
storage. The existing ‘altar’ feature panelling 
would be relocated within the hall to preserve.

New bar area

Large integrated
storage cupboard

New accessible decking area 
overlooking our Field of DreamsExisting toilets remodelled as two 

unisex cubicles with baby change

Cleaning 
store

Fire exit becomes main 
entrance with new door

Blocked window opened up

Existing 
route to 

field 
around 
building

New 
access 
straight 
to deck


